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Two other articles, on Wandering Neuritis after Traumatism, by 
Krehl, and a case of Hasmatomyelin Combined with Traumatic Spon¬ 
dylitis, by Henle, complete this interesting number. W. W. K. 


A System of Practical Theeapeutics. Edited by Hobart Amory 
Hare, M.D., Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the Jeffer¬ 
son Medical College of Philadelphia; Physician to the Jefferson Medical 
College Hospital. Vol. IV. With illustrations. Pp. ix., 1062. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1897. 

The purpose of this volume is to present the real advances which 
have been made in the treatment of disease since the three composing 
the system have been completed. It practically not only brings the 
work down to the present, but, on account of many changes among 
the sub-editors, gives a broader treatment of some of the subjects. 

We are in accord with Dr. Simon Baruch in claiming great advantage 
in the use of public rain-baths, and welcome their more extensive intro¬ 
duction. The sentence “ the “public rain-bath has also been freely ven¬ 
tilated ” is scarcely felicitous. As for the rest of “ Hydrotherapy iu 
Disease,” we find the more recent contributions considered, but the very 
important paper of Porter omitted. We appreciate the arguments for 
the method, and feel that if Its value should not receive fuller recogni¬ 
tion it will not be for lack of energy or enth usi asm on the part of its 
devotees. Under the heading of “ Mineral Springs,” Bad Nauheim 
receives much attention, but is more fully discussed by Henry (pp. 379 
et seq.y Dr. S. Edwin Solly reviews the “ Present Treatment of Tuber¬ 
culosis/* taking up tuberculin, anti-streptococcal injections, nuclein, 
antiseptic, and other drug treatment. So far as concerns creosote, we 
believe the author to be in the wrong when he assumes that the good 
results obtained from this drug to be due to the fact that only patients 
with good digestion can take it, and others are dropped from the roll, 
and thus are not counted. There are creosote preparations which are 
readily taken by persons whose digestions are impaired, so that we 
believe that the fault is not with creosote, but with the preparation. 
The monograph of Audeoud is too valuable that he should appear as 
Audeon (page 48). _ We agree with the editor in preferring camphoric 
acid for night-sweating to zinc, recommended by the author; this in our 
experience may be effective, but most certainly interferes with digestion. 
The question of climate is distinctively within the province of the author, 
and we note with pleasure his very fair presentation and sound advice, 
to which even more space could have been advantageously given. Dr. 
Edward Martin offers a practical chapter upon the “ Present Treatment 
of Syphilis/’ to which no exceptions should be taken, for its value is 
that of a monograph. “ Typhoid Fever and Malarial Diseases” have 
been entrusted to Dr. J. M. Anders. He reviews hydrotherapy fairly, 
recognizing what many of its followers apparently ignore, “ the supreme 
importance of adapting the means to be employed to the case in hand 
rather than to the disease in general.” Of special medication the author 
speaks with indefiniteness, although offering some important suggestions. 
In the second division of the subject we find nothing of especial novelty. 
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The editor. Dr. H. A. Hare, presents the subjects of “ Influenza, Scarlet 
Fever and Measles, Diabetes Mellitus, and Intestinal Parasites.” We 
confess our surprise that the bacillus of Pfeiffer is not recognized as 
associated with influenza, especially since the work of Canon has been 
published, and that Ingals, who takes up this disease from another stand- 
point, apparently is of the same opinion. But tins does not lessen^ our 
appreciation of his (Hare’s) sound, practical treatment of this subject, 
nor of the next, which is scarlet fever. Of measles, however, we think 
more might have been said. If the author is correct in his statement 
that “ the necessity for treatment of measles is usually in direct propor¬ 
tion to the bad handling of the case from a hygienic point of view, 
unless the attack be uncommonly severe or the patient be already weak 
and feeble, and so unable to resist disease,” should we not justly expect 
more than a half page upon which to point out the hygienic precautions 
which, omitted, result in ‘ ‘ bad handling?” We criticise this defect not 
because of the lack of information on the part of the author, but because 
he is not just to his reputation as to thoroughness. Dr. E. Fletcher 
Ingals presents an exhaustive chapter upon the “ Diseases of the Kasai 
Chambers and Associated Affections,” quite profusely illustrated. Dr. 
D. Braden Kyle follows with a fair discussion of the “ Diseases of the 
Uvula, Pharynx, and Larynx.” “ New Facts and Methods in the 
Treatment of Diphtheria ” is the subject assigned to Dr. William Hal- 
leck Park, which comes to us in fairness and conciseness. We would 
have more fully indorsed his conclusions had Health Board figures, so 
notoriously untrustworthy, been eliminated. As it now stands, the 
horse is apparently the source of the greatest danger in the antitoxin 
treatment. Dr. Norman Bridge takes up “Asthma, Bronchitis, mid 
Whooping-cough” in a very interesting manner. “Pleural Effusion 
and Empyema, Abscess, and Gangrene of the Lung” is entrusted to 
Dr. A. J. McCosh. This should be read in connection with the follow¬ 
ing chapter, that a complete presentation may be obtained. This is by 
Dr. James B. Herrick, and is entitled “ Pneumonia, Croupous and 
Catarrhal, and Pleurisy.” The treatment of pneumonia is rather a 
resume of modern methods than of recent progress, and we are of the 
opinion that a proper consideration should include not only problems 
from the bacteriological, but as well from the mechanical standpoint. 
We deem.the chapter a suggestive one, and worthy of study and subse¬ 
quent reflection. Dr. Frederick P. Henry takes up the “ Diseases of 
the Heart ” in a thoroughly systematic manner. He has not advanced 
the method of baths and resistive exercises as a panacea for all circu¬ 
latory disturbances, apparently recognizing that some of the British 
monographs upon the subject unconsciously are contributing to the 
amusement of the thoughtful physician. Dr. Ralph Stockman contrib¬ 
utes a short but satisfactory article upon the “ Diseases of the Blood,” 
while the “Diseases of the Liver” receive inadequate notice by Dr. 
Joseph Eichberg. Dr. S. J. Meltzer not only gives us a readable chapter 
upon “ Diseases of the Thyroid and Thymus Glands, Myxcedema, Cre¬ 
tinism, Graves’s Disease, and Obesity,” but adds a very creditable bibli¬ 
ography. Dr. Thomas G. Ashton presents “ Diseases of the Stomach ” 
in a way which shows his thorough acquaintance with the literature, 
although the practical physician may wish for definiteness in some state¬ 
ments. Dr. George Ryerson Fowler goes over the subject of “ Perito¬ 
nitis” and its allied conditions, including “ Obstruction of the Bowels,” 
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without presenting much of novelty. His advice seems to be sound 
from the physician’s standpoint. Dr. Joseph M. Matthews gives an 
exhaustive study of the “ Diseases of the Rectum and Anus.” “ Diar- 
rhceal Diseases and Dysentery,” by Dr. W. W. Johnston, is far too brief, 
- discursive, and scarcely satisfactory. “ The Modern Treatment of Dis¬ 
eases of the Skin,” by Dr. H. W. Stelwagon, is rightly entitled, although 
we wonder how scorbutus came to be assigned to a dermatologist when 
the skin manifestations, if the most striking, are certainly not the most 
important. For clearly cut, positive statements, Dr. Joseph Collins on 
the “Spasmodic Affections of the Nervous System” should be com¬ 
mended. The statements are not all new, but the treatment of the 
subject is original, and every page bears the impress of the author’s 

g ersonality. A. very much needed chapter is that upon “ Drug Habits,” 
y Dr. F. X. Dercum, who is brief but satisfactory. Dr. Hugh T. 
Patrick, on the “ Disorders of Sleep,” gives the reader valuable distinc¬ 
tions between different states and important therapeutic suggestions. 
Dr. Nathan S. Davis, Jr., takes up the subject of “ Therapeutics of 
Renal Diseases.” While there is much of importance, we believe that 
the time has come when renal degenerations should be sharply separated 
from inflammations. “ The Therapeutics of the Diseases of the Female 
and Male Gcnito-urinary Tract ” is by Drs. E. E. Montgomey and 
William T. Belfield, respectively, and both traverse the border-line of 
surgery. Dr. Casey A. Wood takes up the “ Treatment of Diseases of 
the Eye,” and Dr. S. MacCuen Smith “ The Ear,” from the standpoint 
of the general practitioner; the former is noticeable for the number of 
prescriptions. 

We have noticed the different authors with more than usual complete¬ 
ness, for, unlike most conjoint works, this does not contain a hopelessly 
bad chapter. We congratulate the editor that he has been able to 
secure such varied and representative ability to the end that this volume 
represents the present status of therapeutics, and, further, that hi3 super¬ 
vision has resulted in so few instances of contradictions and overlapping. 
We predict for this volume a success equally satisfactory U3 that accorded 
to its predecessors, for we believe it is deserved. R. W. W. 



